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MEMORIES OF GRAND VALLEY STATE 
COLLEGE 1968-1972 
Cindy Hull 
When I was first asked to reminisce about my years as a student at GVSC, I felt 
some trepidation, since the request was made by an English professor from my 
student days, whose red pen was legendary among students with questionable 
grammatical and spelling skills. Once I was assured that my essay would not be 
graded, I relaxed somewhat and settled in for what I thought of as an easy 
assignment. I immediately began to reconstitute the buildings in my mind: now where 
were those language labs? But, as I reconstructed the "institution" of Grand Valley, I 
found that those early buildings, the "commuter" dining hall in Lake Michigan and the 
Pit in Seidman where I spent too many hours lounging and socializing, were filled with 
memories of people, events and emotions which have lain dormant for many years. I 
brought my husband, also a 1972 graduate, into the assignment and found that 
although we were in different disciplines, we shared many of the same feelings and 
memories. 
Since buildings are more visible than memories, they might be a good place to 
start. GVSC was then even more a commuter campus than it is now. Although 
commuters could and did eat in the Commons with the dormies, we seemed to 
congregate on the Great Lakes side of campus (after 25 years, I still don't know where 
north is located on the campus). I remember, vaguely, driving to campus in the dark 
for my 8:00 a.m. French classes and inhaling pre-class coffee and donuts in the 
commuter dining room with my husband, then boyfriend. Some commuters rented 
study carrels, which were located behind the language labs in Lake Superior. These 
study carrels consisted of a locked desk, book cupboard and narrow coat closet; in the 
era when backpacks would have been considered bourgeois, they saved us from 
carrying all of our belongings with us throughout the day. 
Seidman House had a comfortable lounge area with a pit surrounding a fireplace. A 
television set was placed there for awhile, and in 1968 the pit was filled with baseball 
fans watching the Tigers win one of their rare World Series. 
A new university president (Arend Lubbers) arrived and a new library (Zumberge) 
was constructed during my years at GVSC. Previously, there had been several small 
libraries located around campus. The humanities library was located in Lake Superior 
Hall and the sciences library was in Loutit. Without computer accessing, finding 
research materials was a challenge not appreciated by students today. I remember the 
smell of the new, nearly empty, library which, for me, permeates the building to this 
day. Then it was a wonderful, quiet study area away from the noise of the cafeteria 
and Seidman House. 
Yet, GVSC was more than buildings. There was a feeling of being involved in 
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> r o f e s s o r  f r o m  m y  
w i t h  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
; s a y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
1 t  o f  a s  a n  e a s y  
{  m i n d :  n o w  w h e r e  
o f  G r a n d  V a l l e y ,  I  
~ M i c h i g a n  a n d  t h e  
n g ,  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  
t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  I  
n t  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  
s a m e  f e e l i n g s  a n d  
e  a  g o o d  p l a c e  t o  
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~s. w e  s e e m e d  t o  
I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  
: a m p u s  i n  t h e  d a r k  
a n d  d o n u t s  i n  t h e  
c o m m u t e r s  r e n t e d  
c e  S u p e r i o r .  T h e s e  
1  c o a t  c l o s e t ;  i n  t h e  
e y  s a v e d  u s  f r o m  
1 d i n g  a  f i r e p l a c e .  A  
f i l l e d  w i t h  b a s e b a l l  
l i b r a r y  ( Z u m b e r g e )  
b e e n  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
d  i n  L a k e  S u p e r i o r  
a c c e s s i n g ,  f i n d i n g  
a y .  I  r e m e m b e r  t h e  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h i s  
s e  o f  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  
b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  
s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a n d  e x c i t i n g .  T h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  c o l l e g e s ,  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  
W i l l i a m  J a m e s ,  a l t h o u g h  l o o k e d  a t  a s k a n c e  b y  m a n y ,  w e r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  n e w  h o p e f u l  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n - e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w e n t  b e y o n d  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  j o k e s  a b o u t  t h e s e  c o l l e g e s  
e v e n  t h e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  T  J C - s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  o n e  t o  
r e c e i v e  a  B . A .  i n  b a s k e t  w e a v i n g  o r  l i f e  s t u d i e s .  B u t  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  
e n h a n c e d  a  t r a d i t i o n  a t  G V S C  ( a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  a t  G V S U )  t h a t  n e w  i d e a s  c a n  a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  e x p l o r e d  a n d  t h a t  f a c u l t y  w h o  a r e  f o r w a r d  t h i n k i n g  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d ,  n o t  
s i l e n c e d .  
M y  f a v o r i t e  c o u r s e  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  w a s  P h i l o s o p h y  1 0 1 ,  t a u g h t  b y  
P r o f e s s o r  J e l l e m a .  I t  w a s  a  c o u r s e  t h a t  c h a n g e d  m y  l i f e  f o r e v e r .  J e l l e m a  i n t r o d u c e d  
m e ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s ,  t o  P l a t o ' s  R e p u b l i c  a n d  t o  t h e  S o c r a t i c  m e t h o d  o f  
t e a c h i n g .  H e  a s k e d  u s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d .  I  r e m e m b e r  
b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  d e f i n e  " w h a t  i s  r e a l "  a n d  t h e n  t o  d e f e n d  m y  a n s w e r .  " H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  
t h a t  t h e  c h a i r  y o u  s i t  i n  i s  r e a l ? "  " W e l l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  k e e p s  m e  o f f  t h e  f l o o r ? "  H e  m a d e  u s  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  r e a l i t i e s ,  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  w a s  a  t r u e  
t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  " r e a l "  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d .  
M y  c a r e e r  g o a l s  w e r e  a l s o  s h a p e d  a t  G r a n d  V a l l e y .  I  e n t e r e d  c o l l e g e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  
I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  T h a t  w a s  a  g i v e n .  T h e n ,  I  t o o k  
a n t h r o p o l o g y .  D o c  F l a n d e r s  a n d  P r o f  W i l k e r s o n  i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s ,  a n d  
a g a i n  f o r c e d  m e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  " r e a l i t y "  o f  m y  l i f e  i n  w e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  a n d  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  r e a l i t i e s .  T h r o u g h  a  s t u d y  a b r o a d  p r o g r a m ,  I  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  
M a y a  o f  Y u c a t a n ,  M e x i c o ,  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n ,  I  k n e w  t h a t  I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t e a c h i n g  
h i g h  s c h o o l  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s .  I  w a s  o n  m y  w a y  t o  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .  I t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  
m e  t h a t  I  w o u l d  c o m e  b a c k  t o  G r a n d  V a l l e y  a n d  t e a c h  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  
o n e  o f  l i f e ' s  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e s .  
G r a n d  V a l l e y ,  l i k e  a l l  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w a s  e n m e s h e d  
i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m  w a r  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  7 0 s .  T h e  w a r  a n d  t h e  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t  h a d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  o n  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s o c i a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  I  r e m e m b e r  w r i t i n g  a n  e s s a y  f o r  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  i n  w h i c h  I  h a d  t o  a n s w e r  
t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  " I f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w e r e  a l i v e  t o d a y ,  w o u l d  h e  b e  i n  p r i s o n ? "  I t  
w a s  a  t i m e  w h e n  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  w e r e  c o n t e s t e d  i s s u e s .  
A l t e r n a t i v e  l i f e s t y l e s  w e r e  e x p l o r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e a d i n g s  o f  E m e r s o n  a n d  T h o r e a u ,  
a n d  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  
L i b e r a l  i d e a s  ( s o m e  w o u l d  c a l l  t h e m  r a d i c a l )  w e r e  a l s o  t h e  n o r m  o n  m o s t  c o l l e g e  
c a m p u s e s ,  a n d  c o m p l a c e n c y  w a s  c r i t i c i z e d .  I n  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e  o n l y  f r e e  b o o k  o n e  c o u l d  
o b t a i n  o n  c a m p u s  w a s  C h a i r m a n  M a o ' s  R e d  B o o k ,  w h i c h  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e  o f  
c h a r g e  b y  t h e  S D S  ( S t u d e n t s  f o r  a  D e m o c r a t i c  S o c i e t y ) .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  G V S C  
s t u d e n t s  a c t u a l l y  r e a d  t h e  b o o k ,  h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  i t  w a s  w i d e l y  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
f a c u l t y  w a s  m o r e  r a d i c a l  t h a n  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  
S t u d e n t s  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  e d u c a t i o n  s e r i o u s l y  t h e n .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  j u s t  o l d  t i m e r s '  
r e m i n i s c i n g  o n  m y  p a r t ,  b u t  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  e m p h a s i s  o n  r e a d i n g - n o t  
o n l y  r e a d i n g  f o r  c l a s s ,  b u t  b e i n g  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s .  A l l  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  w e r e  
a v i d  r e a d e r s  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s .  I t  s e e m e d  i m p o r t a n t  s o m e h o w .  H o w e v e r ,  
G r a n d  V a l l e y  R e v i e w  •  5 0  
on a more realistic plane, it was crucial for students, particularly male students, to 
succeed in college, for if they did not, the killing fields of Vietnam awaited them. 
There have been many changes over the years at Grand Valley. There are more 
dorms, more apartments, more instructional buildings and facilities. Grand Valley went 
from a College to Colleges to a University in the blink of an eye. The corn fields have 
almost disappeared, yet much of Grand Valley is the same. We still have the same 
president, who provides consistent leadership while maintaining our important mission 
to students and community. We still have enriching classes and programs. Doc 
Flanders' summer archeology school continues under the guidance of Doc Brashier. 
We have increasing numbers of wonderful international study programs which allow 
students the opportunity to experience diversity and to grow intellectually and in 
cultural awareness. Although we have lost many of the faculty who enriched our lives, 
Prof Jellema and Doc Flanders to name only two, some of those faculty who enriched 
my education remain as a core of dedicated faculty who are now my colleagues 
instead of my professors. Finally, and most important to me, I still arise before dawn, 
commute to Allendale and start my day inhaling coffee before classes at Grand Valley. 
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